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Ndrumbea language 


Ndrumbea, variously spelled Ndumbea, Dubea, Drubea and 
Palta, is a New Caledonian language that gave its name to the 
capital of New Caledonia, Noumea, and the neighboring town of 
Dumbea. It has been displaced to villages outside the capital, 
with fewer than a thousand speakers remaining. Gordon (1995) 
estimates that there may only be two or three hundred. The 
Dubea are the people; the language has been called Naa Dubea 
(or more precisely Naa Ndumbea) "language of Dubea". 

Ndmmbea is one of the few Austronesian languages that is 
tonal, and it has a series of consonants that are also unusual for 
the region. 
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Phonology 


Ndmmbea, like its close relative Numee, is a tonal language, 
with three contrasting tones, high, mid, and low. 


Ndrumbea 

Naa Dubea 

Native to 

New Caledonia 

Region 

Southern tip outside 
Noumea (Paita on 
the west coast, 
Ounia on the east 
coast) 


Native speakers 

Language 

family 


2,000 (1996 
census)W 

Austronesian 

■ Malayo- 
Polynesian 

■ Oceanic 

■ Southern 
Oceanic 


New 

Caledonian - 
Loyalties 

New 

Caledonian 

- Southern 

■ Extreme 
Southern 

■ Ndrumbea 


Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

duf 

Glottolog 

dumbl241 (http://gl 

ottolog.org/resourc 

e/languoid/id/dumbl 
24i) PI 


Vowels 

Ndmmbea has seven oral vowels, long and short. The mid front 
vowels are lower when short than long: /i e £ a o u u/; /i: I: 
e: a: o: u : u: /. There are five nasal vowels, also long and 
short: fi e a 6 u/; H : e : a: 6: u: /. These interact with nasal 
consonants, described below. Back vowels do not occur after 
labialized consonants, /q/, or /y/. In addition to the 
complementary correlation of nasal vowels with nasal consonants, nasal vowels do not occur after /j, y/. / 

y/-oral vowel derives historically from q-nasal vowel. 


Phonetically, a stop-flap consonant cluster will be separated by an obscure epenthetic vowel with the quality 
of the following phonemic vowel. 


Consonants 


















Nasal vowels once contrasted after nasal stops, as they still do in Numee. However, in Ndrumbea, nasal 
stops partially denasalized before oral vowels, so that now prenasalized stops precede oral vowels, and nasal 
stops precede nasal vowels. Similarly, /j7 only occurs before oral vowels. 
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The fricatives /v, y/ are sometimes realized as approximants [u, U|]. However, the approximants /w, j/ are 
never fricated. The nasal stop /n/ sometimes has incomplete closure, producing a nasalized approximant [j ]. 
The l\l is most often a tap [f], sometimes an approximant [ 4 ], and occasionally an alveolar tap or trill, [r] 
or [r]. It does not occur word initially, and does not contrast with lr\l word medially. It tends to be nasalized 
before a nasal vowel, [^1 ~ [r\] ~ [ 4 ] with the nasality spreading to preceding vowels: /tfaTG/ "to mn " has 
been recorded as [t a ta 1 e]. 

Ndrumbea contrasts three coronal places, articulated with the tip or blade of the tongue contacting the roof 
of the mouth: /t/, l\l, /t/ and their nasal homologs. I\l is apical, in contrast to laminal /t/. It is not clear if 
/t/ is apico-dental or denti-alveolar, but it has a sharp release burst. I\_l, on the other hand, has a noisy 
release and approaches an affricate, [t 5 ]. It may actually be closer to an alveolar than post-alveolar, and 
appears to be enunciated more forcefully than /t/. /t/ also has a fricated release, and for many speakers this 
is longer than that of l\j. 

References 


■ Ndrumbea language alphabet and pronunciation (http://www.omniglot.com/writing/ndrumbea.ht 
m) at Omniglot 

1 Ndrumbea (https://www.ethnologue.com/18/language/duf/) at Ethnologue (18th ed., 2015) 

2. Hammarstrom, Harald; Forkel, Robert; Haspelmath, Martin, eds. (2017). "Dumbea" (http://glott 
olog.org/resource/languoid/id/dumbl241). Glottolog 3.0. Jena, Germany: Max Planck Institute 
for the Science of Human History. 

■ Gordon, Matthew; Ian Maddieson (October 1995). "The phonetics of Ndumbea". Fieldwork 
Studies of Targeted Languages III. UCLA Working Papers in Phonetics (91): 25-44. 

■ Shintani T. L. A. & Pai'ta Y. (1990a) Grammaire de la langue de Pai'ta. Noumea: Societe 
d'Etudes Historiques de Nouvelle-Caledonie. 

■ Shintani T. L. A. & Pai'ta Y. (1990b) Dictionnaire de la langue de Pai'ta. Noumea: Societe 
d'Etudes Historiques de Nouvelle-Caledonie. 


Retrieved from "https://en.Wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ndrumbea_language&oldid=952826840" 


This page was last edited on 24 April 2020, at 07:51 (UTC). 

Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply. By using 
this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy. Wikipedia® is a registered trademark of the Wikimedia 







Foundation, Inc., a non-profit organization. 



